tion is the destruction of the power of cohesion which pre-
The existing cause of what has been termed decay of the teeth, has long since ceased to be a disputed question.
In July, 1835, when the first edition of my work was published, and which has now arrived at a fifth edition, the subject of controversy was, whether the cause of the destruction of the teeth be attributable to inflammatory action, or and tin, two parts ; and it is of the utmost importance that the metals should be pure?free from the smallest particle of alloy. The mode of uniting the metals is, first to put the gold and silver into the crucible, and just as they are at the point of melting, add the tin, which requires less heat than the former.
When they become melted, but not over heated, pour them from the crucible ; melt them a second time for the purpose of having them properly mixed, and then pour them into an ingot, of a shape the best adapted for reducing the compound into the finest powder.
The mercury is to be kept apart fromthe powder, and mixed with it at the moment the amalgam is to be put into the tooth.
The mercury must be perfectly pure and the quantity 
